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As at October 12, 2021 

TABLE OF PRECEDENCE 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka 

October, 2021 

♦ This Table of Precede11ce is inte11ded to be applied duril1g state and cerernonial occasio11s.
♦ Religious and Ecclesiastical Dignitaries will be assig11ed appropriate couitesy precedence.
♦ Tl1e President 1nay exercise l1is discreti.011 to grant courtes:y precede11ce to any perso11S or

officers not placed 011 the Precedertce Table.

1. Preside11t of the Dernocratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lai1ka (t> n.i>

2. Prime Mir1ister <2> (z.1i

3. Speaker

4. Chief Justice

5. (a) Leader of the Oppositio11

(b) Cabinet Mirusters (3>

( c) Field Marsl1all

( d) Governor of the Central Bank

6. Gover11ors of Provinces <41

7. (a) C]1ief Mirusters·of Provinces <5l

(b) State Milusters (s.ii

8. Deputy Speaker

Deputy Ministers

Deputy Chair1nan of Co11unittees

Cl1ief Gover11rne11t Whip
• 

9. (a) Ambassadors and Higl1 Commissioners accredited to Sri Lanka ir1 order of date of

presentation of Letters of Crede11ce

(b) Mir1isters Ple11ipote11tiary ai1d E11voys Extraordinary accredited to Sri Lal1ka in

order of date of presentation of Letters of Credence

(c) Charges d' Affaires en pied ir1 order of date of prese11tation of Letters of Crede11ce

(d) Cl1arges d' Affaires ad interirn ar1d Acting High Commissioners ir1 order of date of

assurnptior1 of duties

'''(e) Resident Represe11tative of tl1e U11ited :t-.Jatio11s 

10. Mernbers of tl1e Co11stilutional Cow1cil

11. Attorney - General

12. (a) Supre1ne Court Judges

(b) Preside11t of tl1e Court of Appeal

13. Judges of tl1e Court of Appeal

14. Members of Parliame11t
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15. (a) Chairme11 of Provincial Councils, Provincial Ministers and Leaders of Opposition

of Provirtcial Cour1cils <6> 

(b) Members of Provincial Cow1cils <6-11

16. Secretary to the Preside11t

17. Secretary to the Prime Minister

18. Secretary to the Cabi11et of Ministers

19. Auditor-General

20. (a) Secretaries to Cabinet Ministries <7l <7.n / Senior Additional Secretaries to the

President 

Secretary General of Parliarner1t 

Chief of Staff of tl1e Presidential Secretariat 

CJ1airmen of the Cormnissio11s established under Article 41 of the Constitution, 

Parliame11tary Comrnissio11er for Adrni11istration (Ombudsman) c7.21

21. 

Chief Secretaries <7-3> <7.4l

(c) Advisors to the President

Deputy Secretary to tl1e Treasury

( d) Secretary Ge11eral of the Constitutional Council

Chairmru1 of tl1e University Grants Commissio11

Vice Chancellors appoi11ted under the U11iversities Act

(a) Secretaries to State Muustries cs> cs.1 1

(b) Additional Secretaries to tl,e President

22. Cl,ief of Defence Staff

23. 

Com1nru1ders of the Army/Navy/Air Force

Inspector General of Police

(a) Solicitor General

(b) High Court Judges <91

24. Visitil1g Sri Lar1kan Higl1 Commissioners, A1nbassadors and Charges d' Affaires 00>

25. (a) Additio11al Secretaries to tl1e Prune Minister

(b) Members of the Co1nmissio11s establisl1ed w1der Article 41 (B) of the Constitution

26. State Officers on the salary scale SL 4-2006 of P.A Circular 06/2006, if not otherwise

placed.

27. Additio11al Secretaries to Ministries

Dish·ict Secretaries / Gover11rne11t Agents ru.d Secretaries of Provincial Muustries

28. Cl1ief of Protocol

29. Represe11tatives of U11ited Natio11s Age11cies, Director of the Colombo Plru. Bureau and

Heads of otl1er Ii1ternatio11al Organizations.
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30. (a) I-ieads of Gove1nment Departments and other State Officers of similar rank (i.e.

Heads of Departments and otl1er State Officers 011 the salary scale SL 3 - 2006 of P.A.

Circular 06/2006 and Officers i11 Grade I of the Sri Lanka Overseas Service ¥.rhile

serving in Sri Lai1ka)

(b) Cl1airmen of State E11terprises (Under Category" A" of the Public E11terprises

Departrne11t Circulars)

31. (a) Heads of otl1er Govenune11t Deparhnents, otl-ier State Officers on the salary scale

SL 1- 2006 Step 22 of P.A. Circular 06/2006)

(b )Chair1nai1 of other State Corporations/Statutory Boards .
. 

32. Honorary Foreigi1 Consuls Ge11eral, Honorary Co11suls and Honorary Trade

Cormnissio11ers. 

33. Mayors, Chair1ne11 of Municipal Cotmcils <11>

Deputy Mayors, Vice Cl1airmar1 of Local Authorities, Me1nbers of Municipal Councils 

ai1d members of Local Authorities. 01.1> 

NOTES TO THE TABLE OF PRECEDENCE 

11 > Precedence to be given to former Presidents irrunediately after tl1e Prime Minister, with 

relative precedence aino11g tl,em governed by fue dates of their \1acating office. 
<1-1> Precede11ce to be given to spouses of Late Presidents hnn1ediately after fue Chief 

Justice, wifu relative precedence a1nong tl1em governed by fue dates on which fue Late 

Preside11ts vacated office. 
12> Precede11ce to be give11 to former Pri1ne Ministers irmnediately after the spouses of Late

Presidents referred to in Note 1.1, witl1 relative precedence among tl1em governed by

tl1e date of tl1eir vacatil1g office.
<2-1> Precedence to be given to spo1.1ses of Late Prime Ministers immediately after fue former 

Prime Ministers referred to i11 Note 2, with relative precede11ce ainong fuen1 governed 

by tl1e dates on whicl1 fue Late Prime Mil1isters vacated office. 
<3> At cere1no11ies a11d occasions which relate primarily to subjects assigned to a particular

Muush·y, precede11ce to be given to st1bject specified Miluster over otl1er Cabi11et

Mi11isters.
<4J At ceremo1ues a11d occasio11s of Provil1cial 11ature, precedence to be given to Governor 

of relevant provit1ce irri.mediately after tl1e Prime Miluster. 
<5> At cere1no1ues ai1d occasions of Provi.J1cial 11ature, precede11ce to be give11 to Cluef

Mirtister of relevar1t province irrunediately after Governor referred tom Note 4.
<5.1> At cere1nonies and occasio11s whicl1 relate primarily to subjects assigned to a particular

Mi.Jush·y, precede11ce to be given to subject specified State Minister over other State

Ministers.
(6) At ceremo11ies a11d occasions of Provi11cial 11ature, precedence to be given to Chairmert,

Mhusters and Leaders of Oppositio11 of Provi.J1cial Councils immediately after Cabi11et

Milusters.
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<G.ll At ceremonies and occasions of Provincial nature, precedence to be given to Members 
of Provi.I1cial CoU11cils immediately after Men1bers of Parliament. 

<7> Precedence to be given .i.I1 tl1e order of dates of tl1eir origi11al substai1tive appoii1bnents

to the post m this category, and wl1ere tvvo or more appomtn1e11ts have been made on

tl1e sa1ne day, according to the alphabetical order of their na1nes.
<7.ll At ceremonies and occasions which relate prilnarily to subjects assigned to a particular 

Cabmet Ministry, precedence to be give11 to the Secretary of that Ministry o\rer other 
Cabi11et Min.istry Secretaries. 

<7.zl Precede11ce to be given m the order of dates of their original substantive app9intmer1.ts 
to the post iI1 tl1is category, and wl1ere two or more appoinhnents have been made on 
tl1e sa1ne day, according to tl1e alphabetical order of their 11aines. 

<7.3l At ceremonies and occasions of Provincial nahue, precedence to be given to Chief 
Secretary of relevant Provincial CoU11cil immediately after Secretary to the Prime 
Mi.I1is ter. 

<7A> Precede11ce to be given in the order of dates of ilieir original st1bstantive appou1tments 
to the post m this category, a11d wl1ere two or n1ore appointme11ts have been made on 
tl1e same day, according to ilie alpl1abetical order of tl1eir naines. 

<B> Precede11ce to be given iI1 the order of dates of tl1eir origiI1al substantive appoinhnents
to tl1e post m this category, and where tvvo or more appoi.I1tments have been made on
tl1e sa1ne day, accordiI1g to tl1e alpl1abetical order of tl1eir names.

<S.ll At ceremonies a11d occasio11s which relate primarily to subjects assigi1ed to a partict1lar
Ministry, precedence to be given to tl1e State Secretary in charge of such subject over
otl1er State Ministry Secretaries.

<9> At cere1no11ies ai1d occasions of Provir1cial 11ature, precede11ce to be given to Higl1 
Court Judges ilnmediately after Goven1or of tl1e Ce11tral Bai1k. 

c10> Whe11 a Sri Lankan Head of Missio11 or Actil1g Head of Mission visits Sri Lanka to 
participate m the visit of a dig11itary of a cou11h·y to which he is accredited or 
concurre11tly accredited, precedence to be give11 to hin1 im1nediately after the Secretary, 
Foreigi1 Affairs. 

<11> At ceremonies md occasions held il1 tl1eir local areas of authority, precedence to be

give11 immediately after Cl1ief Milusters.
<11-1> At cere1no11ies ai1d occasions held in their local areas of autl1ority, precedence to be 

give11 im1nediately after Me1nbers of Parlia1ne11t. 
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